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Kalam model to cut dropouts’*'

Ex Prez: Society Should Make Primary Education A Priority

TIMES WEWSNETWORK

New Delhi: It's not big build-
ings ar world-class facilities
that make a great school. Ex-

teachersdio, _
Former President APJ Al

day that primary education
should be deliversd mnan nte-
grated way by promoting af-
finity among parenis, stu-
dents and teachers,

Speaking at the School-
onomics A1 Toonference orga-
nized by The Times of Imlm
in association with The Mil-
lennitm E-r'hcxll. Kalam urged
staleehol ders toworls on im-
proving primary echiication as
a priority He also sugpested
various ways and models to
ENEUTE knowledze pre-
vailled in the schooling svs
tem, dro poutswere prevenied;
the community participatecd
in the uplift of education and
technology made  education
maore effective,

Addressing the audience
with unmatched enthusiasm,
Kalam recalled his student
days spent at Rameswaram
Panchayat Primary School
more thansix decadesagotoil-
lusirate how good teachers
male all the difference. “My

M ofarmmed Fyas
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POINT MOTED: Dr Shyama Chonz, Dr AP Abdul Kzlam, RP hjr;ﬂ.ul andShantanu Prakash atthe event

school had an unimpressive
building and scanty ameni-
ties, We were 55 students in
class VI Evenif one student
wasahsent fora day ourteach-
erswouldgototheparentsand
enguire about his/her wel
fare. I a student got high
marlks, the teacher would be
the first person to go to their
home and share the informa-
fionn with the parents. My
school was a happy school.”
Kalam =aid. *T don't remem-
ber everia single drop oat.”
The former President
noted that 1583millicnechildren
areenrolled inprimaryschoo)

inIndia but 87 milhon drop ot
before they reach the upper
primnary classes, Finally only
| Tmillicncomplete senior sec-
ondary school. Kalam sug-
pested that pri
adoptoovernment and munie-
ipal schools and develop links
to help poor students, Profes
' = and se-
nior citizens can reach out to
ruralareasforteaching, while
corporates can alsopitch inas
part of their social responsib
ilitw

“Concerted action by edu-
catiomnists, princi-
pa e, parentsandsi-

dents will definitely enable
[ndia to move towards know]-
erlge econamy goalswithinthe
next decade,” Kalam said ke
fore reciting a motivating po-
e, “Thavewings, Twill flv”

» of the day-long
conference wasset by Shyama
Chona, former principal of
DPS R K Puram »
about  transforming  class-
rooms by capacity building
Otherswho contributed tothe
discussion were B P Agrawal,

Governors of 1IT Delhi and
Shantam  Prakash, CMD.
Educomp Solutions,



Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
has offered to give financial
support to newly appainted
faculty In the universities
and colleges to conduct sci-
entific research, amid criti-
cism that India lags far be-
hind In the area of research
and innovation.

A new scheme to grant Rs 6

Daccan Herald ND 20/12/2011 p-8

UGC aid to boost scientific research in varsities

Central fund to be given to eligible
faculty for specialised studies

cently. The central fund, to be
released by the Commission
under the new scheme, will be
given to the eligible faculties as
a“start-up grant” for conduct-
ing their research. The scheme
hasbeen formulated by an em-
powered committee compris-
ing officials from both UGC
and Human Resource Devel-
opment Ministry, a ministry of-
ficial told Deccan Herald.

“The Empowered Commit-

ISR

Highlights

2 Under the newly intro-
duced scheme, Rs 6 lakh will
be granted to newly appoint-
ed faculty at the level of as-
sistant professor.

B The Central fund will be
given as ‘start-up grant’ to
conduct ‘basic scientific re-
search’.

8 Assistant professors pos-
sessing PhD degree with min-
imum two research publica-
tions in approved or cited
Jjournals are eligible to appiy.

PRI

B They are reguired to ap-
ply within a period of six
months from the date of join-
ing the post in the depart-
ment or university.

m Empowered committee
will select candidates eligible
for the scheme on the basis
of an expert appraisal.

m - Selected candidates are
expected to carry on bench
work by themselves and not
request for research fellows
or project assistants.

lakh to newly appointed faculty« -tee spearheading a national ef-

at the level of assistant profes—
sor for conducting “basic sci-
entific research” has been in-
troduced by the higher
education regulator here re-

foft to strengthen basic scien-
tific research in universities
and colleges has found it desir-
able to launch a scheme on re-
search start-up grant for newly

Mail Today, ND 20/12/2011

‘Waning lab

HEHGE R TR HON R TS RIS U
recruited faculty. The basicob-  Assistant Professor level,” he
jective of the scheme isto pro-  said. All teachers who are new-
mote scientific research inthe  ly appointed at the level of as-
countrystarting right fromthe  sistant professor, against the
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worries PM pan

By Ayan Pramanlk in Bangalore

INDIAN science is facing a crisis
with declining research output
and quality of expertise, top
advisers to the Prime Minister on
scientific matters have warned.

While Indian research output is a
cause for concern, other Asian gilants
such as China‘and South Korea are
surging ahead witH enormous invest-
ments in science and technology, the
Scientific Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister has said.

“The main concern for us should hot be
to merely improve the quantity of our sci-
entific contribution, but, more impor-
tantly, to improve the qual.ity of science
by eliminating mediocrity from our scien-
tific and educational institutions,” Pro-
fessor CNR Rao, chairman of the advisory
council, said.

Rao called for increasing investments in
science and technology in the 12th
plan period. The council has sought
a total allocation of ¥1.5 lakh crore to
improve the quality of scientific
research and education in the next
five years.

“There is a leadership crisis wherein
we don’t find a sufficient number of W5
young leaders in science. We need to “’f,..,.
take serious note of this situation,” he
added. “We don’t mind Sachin Ten-
dulkar being conferred a Bharat .-
Ratna, but Homi Bhabha was
never given one despite his -
contribution to the coun-
try,” Rao rued.

Pointing out that India

-

\ Sclentific research In India has hit a plateau while it’s on the upswing
| in China and South Korea, rue sclentlsts who advise PM Singh (below).

concributes only 2.5 per cent to
global science and a mere 0.5 per
cent to scientific research, Rao
' said the country must improve the
quality of sclence by eliminating
mediocrity from educational

and scientific instttutions.

- Qualitative improve-

ment is more impor-

\ tant than quantita-
tive, he added.

The council has

announced a set of recommendations to
PM Manmohan Singh, ranging from “long-
term and flexible grants for research” to
sending more young people for PhD and
postdoctoral studies in important avenues
of science and technology. It also advo-
cates linking the IITs and IISERs with
elite colleges for improvement of quality.
“While serious effort is required on
part of the Centre and state govern-
ments, help from the private sector is
equally essential to achieve this objec-

permanent post in the faculties
of basic science, engineering
and technology, following the
specified procedure of univer-
sity will be eligible to receive fi-
nancial support under the
scheme, the official added.

To receive grants under the
scheme, an assistant professor
should possess PhD degree
with minimum two research
publications in approved or cit-
ed journals. They are required
to apply within a period of six
months from the date of join-
ing the post in the department
or university as per the pre-
scribed proforma. The empow-
ered committee will select can-
didates eligible for the scheme
on the basis of an expert ap-
praisal. After clearance from
the empowered committee, the

tive,” Rao said.
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commission will provide Rs six
lakh grant to the eligible assis-
tant professor for items like mi-
nor equipment (upto Rs one
lakh only), consumables, con-
tingencies and field work.

“There shall not be any re-
quest for the post of research
fellow or project assistant,
since it is expected that an as-
sistant professor, as a young re-
searcher, needs to conduct
bench work by himself or her-
self,” the official said.

The grant released should
be utilised within two years of
approval, Those receiving the
grant will have to send the util-
isation certificate along witha
statement of expenditure
through their respective uni-
versity or college, he added,
DH News Service

@There'sa leadershlp
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Emphasising that bureaucracy in scien-
tific administration has to be eliminated,
he added: “We have to find new ways of
administering science and this may
require changing the structures of our
institutions as well as administrative and
auditing practices.”

He suggested that teaching be made a
national mission for the next decade
because otherwise, the country would
face a crisis of quality teachers.
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India fares poorly in
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global learning study

Findings seen as

a warning that
India’s long-term
competitiveness
may be in question

By Prasuant K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

global study of learning
standards in 74 coun-
tries has ranked India
all but at the bottom, sounding

a wake-up call for the coun- .

try’s education system. China
came out on top.

It was the first time that In- |

dia participated in the Pro-

gramme for International Stu- :
dent Assessment (PISA), coor- .
dinated by the Paris-based Or- -

ganisation’ for  Economic
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD). India’s partici-
pation was in a pilot project,
confined to schools from Tamil
Nadu and Himachal Pradesh.
The findings are significant
because they come at a time
when India is making a big
push in education and improv-

ing the skills of its workforce. If *

the results from the two states
hold good for the rest of the

-country, India’s long-term
competitiveness may be in
question.

Tamil Nadu and Himachal
Pradesh traditionally rank high
on human development pa-
rameters and are considered to
be among India’s more pro-
gressive states. The India Hu-
man Development Report 2011,
prepared by the Institute of
Applied Manpower Research
(IAMR), categorized them as
“median” states, putting them
significantly ahead of the na-
tional average. IAMR is an au-
tonomous arm of the Planning
Commission. .

For literacy, Himachal Prad-
esh ranked 4 and Tamil Nadu
11 in the National Family
Health Survey released in
2007.

Yet, in the PISA study, Tamil
Nadu ranked 72 and Himachal
Pradesh 73, just ahead of Kyrg-
yzstan in mathematics and
overall reading skills. The east-
ern  Chinese metropolis of
Shanghai topped the PISA
rankings in all three catego-
ries—overall reading skills,
mathematical and scientific
literacy.

PISA is an international
study that began in 2000. It
aims to assess education sys-
tems worldwide by testing the
skills and knowledge of
15-year-old students in partici-
pating economies.

To be sure, there are some
reservations about the findings
of the study. Such compari-
sons may not be fair as they
are not between equals, says
Manish Sabharwal, chief exec-
utive officer of human resourc-

0000000!

Languishing at the l‘)ottom/

Mean performance on the overall reading scale,

Hong Kong (China),

Tamil Nadu (India)

Source: PISA

es training and placement firm
Teamlease Services Pvt. Ltd.

Yet, he argued, it does serve
as a timely warning.

“Industries are already fac-
ing a problem because of poor
quality (of graduates),” Sab-
harwal said. “What we need to
do is repair and prepare. Re-
pair by imparting skill training
and prepare by improving the
school system, which is the
main gateway.”

In Tamil Nadu, only 17% of
students were estimated to
possess proficiency in reading
that is at or above the baseline
needed to be effective and pro-
ductive in life. In Himachal
Pradesh, this level is 11%.

“This compates to 81% of
students performing at or
above the baseline level in
reading in the OECD coun-
tries, on an average,” said the
study.

In other words, only a little
over one in six students in
Tamil Nadu and nearly one in
10 students in Himachal Prad-
esh are performing at the
OECD average.

A similar trend was observed
in mathematical and scientific
literacy, too.

Anurag Behar, chief execu-
tive officer of the Azim Premiji
Foundation, said the study’s
findings were alarming,

This is because the PISA
study found that only 12% of
students in Himachal Pradesh

TURN TO PAGE 28+

8 OQuerallreading scale === OECD (average)

B

Such studles are
comparing popcom
with elephants, But
that does not mean
Indlais not in an
education emergency.
Manish Sabharwa
CEO, Teamlease
Services
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India fares poorly in

¥ FROM PAGE 1

and 15% in Tamil Nadu were
proficient in mathematics
against an OECD average of
75%; when it came to scientific
literacy among students of
class X, the proficiency level in
Tamil Nadu was 16% and in
Himachal, 11%, as against an
OECD average proficiency of
82%.

In Malaysia, 56% of students
were proficient in reading and
41% in mathematics. Similar-
ly, in the United Arab Emir-
ates, the mathematics profi-
ciency levels was estimated at
49% and for reading, 60%. Like
India, both countries partici-
pated for the first time,

Behar says there is a need
for a complete change of In-
dia’s teacher education sys-
tem and a shift from rote
learning-driven school educa-
tion to understanding-driven
curricula, .

"We also need to reduce the

gap,”
he said.

Tamil Nadu education min-
ster C.V.Shanmugam declined
to comment on the study’s
findings, asserting that the
state’s education system is
good.

“In the last five years, 56,000
teachers were recruited... In
which state do they give stu-
dents laptops?” he said, refer-
ring to chief minister J. Jayala-
lithaa’s free laptop scheme for
students that was part of her
campaign for elections that
brought her All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
party back to power in May.

“We give incentives for stu-
dents attending higher sec-
ondary. We give 1,500 (a

 global learning study

year) to class X students,
X1,500 to class XI and 2,000
to class XII. We give %5,000 if
they clear class XII. So steps
are being taken to improve the
existing system,” he claimed.

Himachal Pradesh educa-
tion minister Ishwar Dass Dhi-
man defended his state’s edu-
cation system. In elementary
schools, the enrolment has
reached 99.3%, for, instance,
he said.

“If they have taken samples
from the interior areas of our
state, then we cannot say any-
thing. We are now hiring bet-
ter qualified teachers to im-
prove the teaching of stu-
dents.”

Pramath Sinha, an educa-
tion entrepreneur and former
dean of the Indian School of
Business, Hyderabad, said he
knew about the deficiencies of
India’s education system but
was still shocked to find India
s0 low in the PISA rankings.

“I belive our lack of urgency
will take away the demograph-
ic dividend that we could have
reaped,” Sinha said.

Not everyone agrees. The
study may not be based on an
apple-to-apple comparison,
says Vipul Prakash, managing
director of Elixir Consulting, a
recruitment process outsourc-
ing firm.

“If you look at the entire
people entering the workforce,
you may find lack of quality.
But if you take the top 10%
then they are perhaps the best
in the world. This 10% is quite
a large numnber which is giving
India a competitive upper
hand.”

Amritha Venketakrishnan in
Chennai contributed to this
story.
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Higher Education in India-Role of Private Sector

The Indian Higher education sys-
tem has growri exponentially with
number of institutons growing
at a CAGR of 11% while student enroll-
ment at a CAGR of 6%. The unprece-
dented growth in Higher Education dur-
ing the past two decades has to a large
extent been due to the participation of
private sector. This is particularly true
in some of the large States of India and
also in much of the professional disci-
plines. Today, private higher education
accounts about four-fifths of enrolment
in professional higher education and
one-third overall higher education. Their
investment in Higher Education has
considerably supplemented the public
investments and helped to enhance the
enrolment capacity in selected disci-
plines as well as employment potential.
In the long run, it is anticipated that ?qe
private sector investment are expected
to be substantial and the proportion of
private institutions in Higher Education
will be much larger than at present.
According to FICCI-E&Y analysis, to
achieve the 30% target GER by 2020
for an inclusive growth as desired by the
government, about 25 mitlion additional
seats need to be created over the next
decade with an overall investment of
INR 1 million crore at INR 0.4 million
average Investment per seat. Assuming
that the private sector would continue
to account for 52% of total enrolment
(as in 2006), INR 0.52 million crore per
year investment is required which is in-
deed a significant contribution.

The private sector presence in the High-
er Education sector is manifesting in many
different forms of colleges and universities.
FICCI - E &Y Report 2011 has identified
the existing market leaders and the new
entrants with emerging vibrant models in
the higher education sector. The purpose
is to provide a bouquet of options for pri-
vate education providers to enter and grow
in the higher education space while bridg-
ing the supply-demand gap.*

However, unfortunately there exists a
trust deficit amongst the private sector
and the government primarily due to the
concern that private sector participation
would raise the cost of education and
thus make it unaffordable for the weaker
sections of the community. To dispel; this
myth FICCI-Synovate conducted a sur-
vey in four states namely Gujarat, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal/Jharkhand and

Tamil Nadu in Tier |, 1l and 1Nl cities. The-
survey reveals that the general public -

feels that barring a few well established
public institutions, private higher educa-
tional institutions provide a higher value
for money in comparison to public sector
institutions. Further, quality and outcomes
(placements) are the key criteria where
private sector wilt continue to play an im-
portant role In offering greater access to
higher education.

The three pillars of a sound education
system in any country across the globe
are access, equity and quality. Globally,
private sector has contributed towards
expansion of higher education in a major
way. There are many success stories of
private sector participation in countries
ke USA, Japan, Malaysia, etc. where
the private sector was largely responsi-
ble for the ncrease in GER - from 1999
to 2008 from 71% to 83% in USA, from
45% to 58% in Japan and from 23%
to 32% n Malaysia. The Indian private
sector too has contributed significantly
in expansion of quatlity higher /profes-
sional education in last two decades
that is acceptable to the society and the
employers in India. This is not to deny
the fact that the uncertain regulatory en-
vironment in the country has deterred
committed private higher education pro-
viders to enter the sector and opened
doors for fly by night operators that often
maligns the entire private higher educa-
tion sector.

" Itis hoped that the Twelfth
Plan will consolidate the
reform agenda with clear

guidelines for government
to facilitate inclusion and
regulation that would en-
courage committed private
sector to invest in higher
education focusing on
expansion and quality. The
most urgent need today is
implementing the pending
Bills in the parliament in its
true spirit in a time bound
manner. FICCI urges our
political leadership to pay
attention to this crying need
as lack of reforms in higher
education is not only going
to impact the economic
growth but also impact the
future of an entire genera-
tion of youth.

Ms Shobha Mishra Ghosh,
Director, FICC!

Internationalisation of higher educa-
tion is another crucial aspect in today's
globatised world where private sector
providers have been playing a critical
role. This may not be out of choice but
due to competitive compulsion. Interna-
tionalization opens up ways for healthy
global competition which drives the In-
dian higher education providers to im-
prove quality of higher education in In-
dia, both in content as well as systems
and processes. Internationalization can

act as major driver to improve academic

governance, pedagogy, curriculum and
research in the Indian universities and
higher education institutions. Several
well known private players like Mani-
pal University, Thapar University, UPES
University, NMIMS University, Symbio-
sis International University, Shiv Nadar
University, etc have taken the lead in
having international collaborations with
leading Universities across the globe.
The collaborations spans from faculty-
student exchange, study abroad pro-
grammes, twinning programmes to re-

~ search exchange. Some private players

like Manipal University, BITS Pilani and
S P Jain Institute of Management and
Research have taken the lead in es-
tablishing campuses abroad showcas-
ing the Indian higher education to the
world beyond !ITs and iIMs. india has
immense potential to become a global
hub for Higher Education given the low
cost of living and a huge English speak-
ing population base.

Finally, employability is one issue
that is dependent on robust industry
academia linkages where private sec-
tor (both industry and higher education
institutions/universities) play a signifi-
cant role. The key driver of high-tech-
nology growth is knowledge, wherein
wealth is created through development
of innovative products. Academia be-
ing the main generator of knowledge
and manpower, need to work in tan-
dem with the industry, which puts the
knowledge as well as the manpower to
use. In knowledge-based economies,
the industry engine runs on academic
fuel, ultimately leading to happier and
healthier societies. Unfortunately, in In-
dia apart fram the IT sector these link-
ages are extremely weak resulting into
large number of unemployable youths
graduating out of our universities. The
problem areas identified include lack
of soft skills, inability to solve real time

problems and irrelevant curriculum. All
these outcomes make the four year en-
gineering program futite for students as
well as industry, as companies end up
reinvesting money on training of new re-
cruits.

FICCI has been actively working to
develop National Knowledge Functional
Hub (NKFH) to facilitate a meaningful
engagement between engineering insti-
tutions and capital goods companies to
improve the quality of students graduat-
ing from these in8titutions. The initiative
is a “"Hub-&-Spoke” model and currently
FICC! is in the process of setting up a
Governing Council for implementation of
the NKFH across regions. In 2012, FICC!
proposes to set up 5 Hubs in the country
in collaboration with patron institutions
and champion companies. This initiative
will have a major snow-ball effect, if im-
plemented successfully

It is hoped that the NKFH would cre-

ate an ecosystem for sustained Industry
Academia Linkages that are interactive
and collaborative arrangements for the
achievement of mutually inclusive goals
and abjectives.

The above mentioned issues, initia-
tives and imperatives were discussed at
length at the 7th FICCI Higher Education
Summit 2011: ‘Strategies for Expansion
in Higher Education in India’ on 11 & 12
November, in New Delhi that was held in
partnership with Ministry of Human Re-
source Developrrient and Planning Com-
mission, Government of india and was
attended by more than 600 Delegates
including 100 foreign delegates and Uni-
versity Presidents & Deans from Canada,
UK, Scotland, USA, Singapare, Australia,
Ireland, China, and Taiwan. Some of the
other issues discussed at the Summit
were;

« Indian Universities in the Globa! Top-
League

® Zero Tolerance to Unfar Practices:
Challenges in implementation of Un-
fair Practices Bill

* More Resources and Better Utilization

* Global Roadmap for Universities

* Leadership Development in Higher
Education

* Internationalization

¢ A Learner-Centric Approach to Higher
Education Reform

® Cultivating Research Culture

* Strengthening Higher Education Link-
ages to Society

The key recommendations emerging
out of the conference would be sub-
mitted to the Planning Commission,
Government of India which would be
incorporated in the Approach paper of
the 12thFive Year Plan.* Source: FIC-
Cl-Ernst &Young Report 2011: Private
Sector Participation in Indian higher
education.

ESTABLISHING AND GROWING IN INDIAN HIGHER EDUCATION: KEY OPTIONS FOR PRIVATE PLAYERS

!

Forms of presence

Universities
Colleges
Services

Courses

General couses
Professional courses

} o

Modes of growth

Opening new campuses
Distance education

|

Value addition and
communication

Collaborations
Marketing and brand building

‘Strategies for Expansion in Higher Education in India’

11-12 November, 2011, New Delhi

FICCT HIGHER EDUCATION

“Strategies for Expansion in Higher Edutation in India®
11.12,2014-wn Dol
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1. Mr Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy
Chairman, Planning Commission, Gol
giving the Inaugural address

2. Release of FICCI- E&Y Knowledge
Paper : (L-R) : Prof David Nayior,
President, University of Toronto, Canada;
Prof M Anandakrishnan, Chairman-
FICCI Higher Education Committee &
Chairman, BoG IIT Kanpur; Mr Michael
Russeli, Member of the Scottish
Parliament, Scottish Cabinet Secretary
for Education and Lifelong Learning;
Mr Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy
Chairman, Planning Commission, Gol;
Mr Harsh Mariwala, President FICCI, Dr
Lin Tsong-ming, Depuly Minister, Ministry
of Education, Taiwan; Dr Daniel C Levy,
Distinguished Professor, University at
Albany (SUNY) and Director, PROPHE;
Prof Rajan Saxena, Co-Chair FICC! Higher
Education Committeg & Vice-Chancellor
NMIMS University

3. Mr Harsh Mariwala , President, FICCI!
giving the Welcome Address at the
Inaugural Session

4. Mr Sam Pitroda, Adviser to the

Prime Minister on Public Information,
Infrastructure and Innovation addressing
the Delegates at the Summit

Page 4 of 8
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MIT to offer free online diplomas

JUSTIN POPE

2 jptters@hindustantimes com

MASSACHUSETTES: Think you
can hack it at MIT? If so, the
world-renowned university is
willing to give you a new kind of
credential to prove it. Not a full-
fledged diploma "€” that’s still
a possibility only for the 10,000
or so students admitted to its
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
campus. But on Monday, MIT

is announcing that for the first
time it will offer credentials
"€” under the name “MITx”
"€” to students who coinplete
the online version of certain
courses, starting with a pilot
program this spring. “This isnot
MIT light. This is not an easier
verston of MIT,” said Provost L.
Rafael Reif. “An MITx learner,
anywhere they are, for them
to earn a credential they have
to demonstrate mastery of the

subject just like an MIT stu-
dent does.” The announcement
comes as elite universities like
Stanford, Yale and Carnegie-
Mellon are experimenting
with how to use the Internet to
extend their teaching to a global
audience hungering for instrue-
tion on platforms like YouTube,
Apple’s iTunes U and others
developed by universities them-
selves. MIT's OpenCourse Ware
has been among the most popu-

lar, making course materials
such as syllabi, tests and lecture
videos from over 2,000 MIT
classes available free online.
The 10-year-old program has
been accessed by more than
100 million people worldwide.
But where elite universities like
MIT have mostly stopped short
is offering some kind of creden-
tial that carries the university
name and proves the recipient
has mastered the eurriculum.

Economic Times,

ND 20/12/2011
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New XAT to go Beyond Formulae

XLRIto reduce difficulty levels and cut-offs to attract a good mix of students

After CAT, XAT is the most awaited B-
school entrance exam — its scores are ac-
cepted by more than a 100 institutes in the
country. XILRI School of Business & Hu-
man Resources, Jamshedpur, which con-
ducts XAT in January every year, plans to
restructure the exam next month. It will
move from being a formula-based ap-
proach to acommonsensical one. XLR] al-
50 plans to reduce the XAT score cut-offs
for interviews. The institute’s admission
chairperson and faculty member Sou-
mendra Nath Bagchi spoke to Writan-
kar Mukherjee on all this and more.

THENEWSTRUCTURE

Apart from being extremely doable, this
year's XAT stresses more on a common-
sensical approach rather than a pure for-
mula-based one. The restructuring has
been done to ensure a level-playing field,
not only for non-engineers, but also for
steady performers.

" THEREASON
In the existing format, a majority of the
tougher questions remain unanswered. It

did not solve the purpose of testing stu-
dents. Students who answered just a few
questions have been getting admission in-
to different institutes, which might not be
the kind of students the institute is look-
ing for. Hence, to have a higher attempt
rate, we are going in for a reduced difficul-
ty level. However, there will be uniqueness

and surprises in the pat-

— tern of questions. Fur-
LRI will ther, we have been observ-
continue ing that engineers and
withthe candidates from a science
paper-pen background, who end up
formatto as high scorers in XAT, of-
caterto tendoso by virtue of their
candidates quantitative orientation
fromail during graduation, and
backgrounds may not score high in

group discussions and
personal interviews. After all, around
85% of the applicants are from an engi-
neering background.

NEW CUT-OFF
XLRI has decided to reduce cut-offs from
the the 90s to the 80s to attract a good mix

of students. We experimented with re-
duced percentile cut-offs for calling can-
didates to the group discussion and per-
sonal interview last year. Its success in
getting a diverse pool of applicants, in
terms of geography and work experi-
ence, hasbeenencouraging.

NODIGITALEDGE YET

XLRI plans to continue with the paper-
pen format. We believe that for students
choosing to study in XLRI, this is the best
format for holding the exam. The paper-
based exam allows us to audit the ques-
tion paper, individual questions or an-
swer sheets at any time we want. XAT al-
lows an equal-playing field for people who
are not familiar with computer usage and
those whoare.

Candidates come from diverse educa-
tional and financial backgrounds. XLRI
believes that one’sfamiliarity with acom-
puter can make a significant impact on
candidates’ response to questions, More-
over, systems-related problems such as
slow computer terminals are eliminated
toalargeextent.
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‘Ramijas 3rd yr students may face probe

First Yr Students Faked CBSE Marksheets

Manash Pratim Gohain | Ty

New Delhi: The fake mark-
sheets and provisjonal certifi-
cates used for admission to
Ramjas College are imitations
of those awarded by the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Edu-
cation. The college adminis-
tration claims the certificates
submitted by the first-year stu-
dents from other boards are in
order but it is yet to verify the
certificates of second-year stu-
dents coming from other
boards

Sofar, 20first-year students
and five second-year students
are found to have been admit-
tedonthebasis of forged mark-
sheets and fake provisional
certificates in the 2010-11 and
201112 sessions. Also, more
cases of fake admissions may
cometolight if themarksheets
and certificates of the third-
year students are verified too.
“For examining the third-year

students’ documents, we have
to get the approval of the staff
council and I am going to place
this in our next meeting,” said
principal Rajendra Prasad.
“All those cases of fake ad-
mission used the CBSE mark-
sheet pattern. We have not
come across fake marksheets
of any other boards so far, The
team of forensic experts visit-
ed the college two days ago to
examine the rest of the docu-
ments. But we have not yet ex-
amined the d ents of the
second-year students who are
frem other boards,” said Pra-

The Hindu, ND 20/12/2011

sad. The internal inquiry prob-
ingthe scam will check thedoce-
uments of the second-year
students, headded.

But the college, the only
one to have come forward to
lodge complaints on fake ad-
missions so far, is yet to come
out clearly on whether there
were administrative lapses
and why the result CDs sent by
DelhiUniversity were not used
at the time of admission itself,

Prasadsaid: “Itispractical- :
ly impossible to verify the doc- :
uments and the university al-
lowed us to give provisional :
admissions based on selfat-

tested documents. The rush
hasbeen unprecedented.”

Ramjas lab assistant Sure-

sh Chand, arrested in the case,

sistant.”

‘Two groups ran Ramjas
admission racket Cops

Neeraj Chauhan [ Tnn

New Delhi: Theadmission racket at
Ramjas College was run by two sepa-
rate groups, the police claimed on
Monday They alteged Anurag Shar-
ma, who is on the run, was known to
the arrested suspects, Naresh Tau
and Suresh Chand, but worked inde-
pendently. Sharma, alias Pandit, is
reportedly a Ramjas alumnus.

The police have so far confirmed
the role of Tau's gang in at least 20
fake admissions at the college, and

{ suspectSharma’shand insixothers.

“So far, we have found out that Shar-
ma and Tau knew each other but did

! business separately,” said a police
was reportedly part of the ad- :
missicn committee. But Pra- ;
sad claimed: “Nonon-teaching
staff member was in the com-
mittee and Chand was an as- |

source. Initially, Sharma was be-
lieved to be part of Taw’s gang.
Policesaid mostof the collegead-
mission committee’s 22 members
have been questioned about the ad-

i mission process, Admissions were
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cleared on the basis of references
given by botany lab assistant Suresh
Chand, they said, adding, he was
paid Rs80,000-90,000for every admis-
sion.

Police still believe the racket was
run by insiders. A source said, “If
Anuragwas onhisown, itispossible
that more college staff was in-
volved”. Nine persons have been ar-
rested so far in the case, including
‘kingpins’ Tau and Chand, and 29
FIRs havebeen registered.

The police, however, have report-
edly not recovered any money from
the accused persons so far, notwith-
standing the accusations of their
charging large sums to rig the ad-
missions. When asked whether the
first-year students who have been
charged with forgery will be arrest-
ed as well, a police officer said, “We
will take a callon thatlater”.

neeraj.chauhan@timesgroup.com

College blames unprecedented
rush’ for admission scam

Staff association, Unlver5|tv authorltles, however, not buying the exnlanatlon

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHE Ramjas College au-
thorities have attributed
their failure to properly
screen mark-sheets, which
eventually led to the fake ad-
mission racket, to an “un-
precedented rush” during
admissions which in turn
made the screening process
_ practically impossible for the
administration.
College Principal Dr. Ra-
jendra Prasad, who convened
a press conference here on-

Monday, distributed thick -

booklets containing universi-

ty circulars and college ad-

mission  guidelipes  to
minutes of meetings held by
the college’s staff council and
the cut-off lists, ’

“I want to remove certain
misunderstandings that have
cropped up during this entire
episode,” he said, before pro-
ceeding to read from the
booklet technical details of

the admission procedure.
“We are also looking into -

the mark-sheets of second
year students again and we
might even check the' third
year’s,” he said when asked
whether he had followed due
procedure last year.

The Principal also stated
that the police was conduct-
ing the investigations in a
“fair and speedy manner” and

that they had “apologised” for

their formerly aggressive be-
haviour during the initial
stages of investigation,

His explanations were,

however, not accepted by the -

college staff association who
alleged that there was some-
thing inherently wrong with
the administration.

‘Not informed’

“We categorically state
that we were not informed by
the administration that they
will not be cross-checking
CDs this year,” said the Asso-
ciation secretary Vikas Ver-
ma, adding that the Ramjas
administration had not ad-
mitted genuine students who

‘were waiting for their Class X

mark-sheets,

“Other colleges took an un-
dertaking from these stu-
dents to ‘submit their
mark-sheets within 10 days,
but this college, which did not

even allow such students,
managed .to allow so many
fakers.”

Association president Dr.
S. K. Jha said: “There was a
similar scam which was un-
earthed in 2005 where five
admissions were cancelled
and a gimilar internal com-
mittee was formed to prevent
such acts in future, but we are
yet to see any report from the
committee.” .

University authorities are
also not buying Dr. Prasad’s
explanation,

“This has been happening
in Ramjas for some time,”
said university sources.

Dr. Prasad was questioned
by the police about three days
ago when he complained that
he was being victimised.
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Japan funds for Metro
Phase I1I to come 111 ]an

Rurmu Banerjee | Tuw

New Delhi: Delhi Metro's Ja-
panese connection will be get-
finga boost, come Januarv As
worlk on the third phaseof the
network gathers steam, the
Japan International Coopera-
fion Agency (JICAYvwill bere-
leasingthe first instalmentaof
itg loan for the Delhi Metro
network next month. Pegged
at 52 per cent, the loan from JI-
CA for the Rs 35,242 crore pro-
jectwillformthe bulk of fund-
ing for Phase 111, said sources.
It will be used to bankraoll the
civil waork, source rolling
stock as well as for acquiring
the brand-new signaling svs-
temforthis phase.
Aseniorofficial said: “The
coming throughaof the first in-
stalment means that the pace
of workton thethird phasecan
now be increased. Since JICA
loan 1= 53% of the entire pro-
Ject.itplaysan uupm'taut rale
in the project planning.” The
gocd newsforthe Delli Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) is
that with the Central and Del-
hi governments pitching in
withanother21.27%, the cnus
for petting the rest of the pro-
ject cost, which is with the
DMRC, 1= not very much.
Asource said: “Delhi Met-
ro can raise the rest of the
amount, which 1= not much
considering asubstantial T0%
has already been raised by J1-
CAand the government.”
The first insta lment of the
52 per cent loan 1= around

MF.W-'I"F_AH GIFT: JICA will shoulder the I:lulknffunl:llng for Phase |

Staff to go to Tokyo varsity

tis not only Japanese funds drivingthe Delhi Metro, it'salso Ja-

panesetechnology. DMRC has started sponsoringitsemployees
for higher studies in Metro technology at the University of Tokyo.
Setto beimplemented from 2012, the two year programme will in-
troduce Delhi Metro assistant managers and managers to Japa-
nese expertise in Metro and its advancements in the field of civil
engineering, electrical and electronics engineering. They will also
be sent to Japan to learn high speed technology. Delhi Metro al-
ready hasacourseinllTDelhifor Metro Technology and atraining

institute inShastri Park, T

Rs 6,900 crore, said officials.
On ground, the coming
through of the loan is the sig-
nal for DelhiMetro to rampup
itstendering process. The ten-
ders, which are built on JICA
funds, need to be vetted by the
Japaness agency before they
can be awarded. This process
has already gotten off the
eround, said sources. “The
funding will also be used to
source rolling stock for the

Phase 111 as well as for the
state-ofthe-art signaling sys-
tem that will be introduced in
this phase," added the official.

JICA has so far paid over
R= 16,000 crore for phases [
and II. DMRC has paid back a
part of the loan for Phase I
amounting to Bs 129.55 crore,
The interest for the loan
amount for both phases have
been repaid to the tune of Rs
BIE.SS crore,



HindustanTimes

Title : 6§ LASHEAR MEMBERS GET LIFE SENTENCE
Author :

Location : BANGALORE

Article Date : 12/20/2011

6 LASHKAR MEMBERS GET LIFE SENTENCE

BANGALORE: Six persons suspected to be part of a Lashkar-e-
Taiba terror module were sentenced to life imprisonment
on Monday by a local court on the charpe of waging a war
against the nation. Their LeT links came to light during
investigation into the 2005 attack on Indian Institute of
Science here, in which a retired Professor of Delhi II'T, M C
Puri was killed. During questioning, it was found they had
played no role in the [18¢ attack, but had stored explosives
for other terror attacks.
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Superfast
camera that
captures the
Speed of light

r

LONDON, PT: Believe it ornot,
scientists have developed a su-
perfast camera, the size of a
dustbin, which can capture the
speed of light,

- At team at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
(MIT) claims its superfast
camera can show a bullet-
shaped pulse of light travelling
from one end of a laboratory
flask to another in a fraction of
a second, the British media
said.

The scientists, however, say
that it will be some time be-
fore the camera is commer-
cially available,

Prof Ramesh Raskar at the
MIT Media Lab told ‘The
Sunday Times": “With our ul-
tra-fast imaging we can actu-
ally analyse how the photons
are travelling through the
world”

The camera can also create
3D images because it is capa-
ble of “seeing” photons of light
even inside objects, say the sdi-
entists,

The device was made by
adapting a “streaker tube” —
used by chemists to sean and
capture light, It can record the
progress of light pulses
through a flask of liquid, Each
still picture had a shutter
speed of 1.7 picoseconds —a
trillionth of a second.

Raskar added: “Watching
this it looks like light in slow
motion. It is so slow you can
see the light itself move across
the distance. This is the speed
of light captured: there is
nothing in the universe that
moves faster, so we are at the
physical limit of high-speed

_photography.”
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